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THE MEMORY OF THE LOST. 
“ Son, remember.”—Luke, 16 : 25. 


Many who fully believe the doctrine of future retributions, 
appear to lose sight of the continuity of our existence. They 
look upon death as a sort of chemistry, which destroys our per- 
sonal identity, and transforms us into beings essentially differ- 
ent from what we are in the present life. Thus the intimate 
connection between probation and retribution is praetically dis- 
solved. The doctrine of future rewards and punishments loses 
its power, unless we keep in mind that we are to carry into the 
eternal world the same souls, with all their faculties, which we 
possess here. This truth is taught with terrible distinctness Poh my 
power, in the parable of the rich man’and Lazarus. These two in- 
dividuals are followed—the one from his poverty and sufferings 
to his rest in Abraham’s bosom; the other from his lordly palace 
and sumptuous fare to his place of torment. The latter, though 
occupied with his present agonies, still remembers the past, sum- 
moning before him the scenes of his earthly career: and Abraham 
says to him, “Son,remember that thou, in thy life-time receivedst 
thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things, but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented.” 

‘We have here presented for our consideration the office of me-\ 
mory in the retributions of the future world. Let us inquire 


I. Whether there is satisfactory'evidence that the memory of 
earthly scenes will be retained in eternity. The text, it may be 
acknowledged, is a parable, and does not necessarily refer to a 
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specific case. But though our Saviour might not have had refer- 
ence to a particular individual, yet the facts themselves must be 

real, otherwise the parable teaches a falsehood. To represent a 
lost soul as recurring to the events of its earthly existence, when 
lost souls have no such power, would be a flagrant misrepresenta- 
tion, such as we cannot charge upon our aerate e grant 
that this is not a historical narrative of a particular individual 
who remembered, but an imaginary case, to illustrage the general 
truth, that the soul in a future world does remember. 

t~ Indeed, this is implied in the very nature of retribution. The 
soul is to be punished for the deeds done in the body ; and unless 
it remembers those deeds, how can it know for what it is pun- 
ished ? How can conscience, whose stings constitute an import- 
ant element in this punishment, inflict remorse for sins which are 
not remembered ? How can God be vindicated for the infliction 
of the curse of his law? How can every mouth be stopped, and 
the whole world become guilty before God, as the result of un- 
remembered transgressions ? The nature of retribution, and the 
end of God’s government in it, require that tie soul should re- 

member. 

Moreover, the philosophy of the mind itself teaches the same 
thing. There is no proof that any of the mind’s knowledge is 
ever lost. We forget, that is, ideas pass from our thoughts, and 
are lost for the time, but reflection, and association, and various 
other causes, can bring back these lost possessions, and make pre- 
sent to our thoughts the events of years gone by. Go to the 
place-of your birth, and look at the objects that were familiar to 
7 in early days, and the scenes and events of childhood, which 

ave been gone from you for years, will come thronging up from 

the storehouse of memory, and you will almost think yourself a 

child again. ‘The past is not for ever gone, and at the appropriate 
signal it can all be summoned before us. 

And is there any evidence that death will break this chain of 
memory? The ancients were accustomed to write upon parch- 
ments ; and when they had no further use for what was written, it 
was erased, and the same surface was covered again. Such a 
parchment was called a palimpsest. A modern process has been 
discovered, by which the first impressions on the palimpsest may 
be rendered visible, and thus records that were lost for ages have 
been found. The human mind is a “ palimpsest.” On its tablets 
many successive impressions have been written. The early ones 
have been erased and forgotten, and others imprinted in their 
place; but the spiritual chemistry of the future world will bring 
to hght those hidden characters, and the long lost records of our 
past lives will be recovered and remembered. 

Many facts, however, might be adduced, bearing upon this 
position. We know, that in some cases, as the clay tabernacle 
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tumbles down, the memory seems to be quickened with a new 
life. Persons on the very brink of the grave have been known | 
to relate, with wonderful minuteness, circumstances which occur- 
red many years before, and had been long forgotten. Sometimes 
they have even used a language which they had learned in 
childhood, but in which they had not been able to converse for 

ears. A Lutheran clergyman in Philadelphia asserts, that he 
es often heard aged Germans, on their death-beds, pray in the 
German language, which they had not spoken for sixty years. It 
is also related by persons rescued from drowning, after conscious- 
ness had ceased, that during the few moments of their conscious- 
ness while in the water, their whole lives seemed to rush in a 
torrent of recollection through their minds. These, and many 
other facts of a similar character, show that the powers of mind 
do not partake of the body’s decay, and they distinctly foreshadow 
its increased activity in its disembodied state. And what is 
there in death, either to impair the powers of the mind or break 
the chain of its exercises? Why should the soul be more affected 
in its qualities by the dissolution of the whole body, than by the 
amputation of a limb? It escapes from its prison, and changes its 
residence, but does not lose its identity, nor surrender its powers. 
It will anticipate the future ; it will be conscious of the present ; | 
it will remember the past. 


II. Not only will the memory exist in the future world, but it 
will probably possess far greater activity and energy than in the 
present life, and thus be able to recall the past with a distinctness 
and vividness which are now wholly unknown. 4 

I admit that we are now going beyond the domain of certain 
knowledge, but we may make inferences with considerable cer- 
tainty, from facts which are well known. It is rational to sup- 
pose that the mind will acquire new activity, by its emancipation 
from the body; that when it throws off this mortal coil, it will’ 
start up into a new and more vigorous life: and why should not 
memory receive a new impulse as well as the other powers? That 
our knowing faculty will be vastly increased, is expressly asserted 
in the Word of God. Why not then the remembering faculty, 
which is so intimately associated with it ? 

But there will be circumstances connected with the lost which 
must greatly facilitate the remembering of earthly scenes. There 
will be nothing to divert the mind from the view and study of the 
gloomy past. The lost soul will be excluded from all society except 
the society of those as solitary and wretched as itself, and shut 
up to its own melancholy reflections. The saved, we have reason 
to believe, will be actua iy engaged ip ministries of , and in 
this will consist no small part of their happiness. But the lost 
will have nothing to do but to “remember.” They are spoken of 
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in the Scriptures as shut up in prison, as bound in chains. They 
will be constrained to reflect—they will find no other employ- 
ment. There will be nothing to turn off the mind from its dismal 
work of remembering. There will be no bargains to be made— 
no schemes of ambition to be formed—no scenes of gayety and 
mirth to drown the thoughts and keep them from straying back 
over the past. There will be nothing to do but to remember, and 
the memory will act with terrible energy and effect. 
™ You know what reflection does for a guilty soul even in this 
world. Peter was very comfortable for a while, after denying 
his Master, but “when he thought thereon he wept.” Judas, as 
soon as he came to reflect, saw, as he had not seen it before, the 
enormity of his sin in betraying his Master, and in bitter anguish 
of soul cast down the price of the Saviour’s blood, and rushed out 
and hanged himself. Herod was so troubled by the remembrance 
that he had murdered John the Baptist, that he could not think 
Christ was any one else than his murdered victim raised from 
the grave. This, said he, is John the Baptist : he is risen from the 
dead. How often have criminals shown no uneasiness in con- 
sequence of their crimes, till they came to reflect in the solitude 
of adungeon. Then they remembered, and every thought of the 
past rolled, as in billows of fire, through their souls. Why is it, 
that solitary confinement, without labor, is regarded as the 
severest form of imprisonment? It is because the lonely victim 
can find nothing to do but to remember. And this incessant 
remembering has often proved more than the mind could bear, 
and reason has been driven from her throne. Philanthropists 
have protested against the cruelty of thus compelling the criminal 
continually to remember. 

In the old State-prison in Connecticut, this form of punishment 
was employed as the extreme of severity. There was an apart- 
ment of the prison called the “ sounding-room,” which was round 
—a cavity dug from the solid rock. In this spherical cell the 
refractory convict was chained to the floor; and left to his 
solitary reflections. This treatment was always successful. The 
stoutest heart could not endure it long. “Give me something to 
do,” he would say, “or at least something to look at ; or if that 
cannot be, give me a.cell that is not round—one that has some 
mequality, or corner, or crevice—something on which | can fix 
my aching eye—something to occupy my aching thought.” Yet 
this was but for a few days, and much of this time was spent in 
sleep. And if memory can do such a work for a guilty soul, 
during a few short hours of reflection in an earthly prison, oh! 
what an array of bitter, appalling thoughts will it summon before 

the soul during its endless reflections in the prison of despair ! 
There will be time enough there to spend an age upon each par- 
ticular act of life. There will be no variety, no objects of curi- 
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osity or interest to divert the mind. There will be no respite, no 
sleep, no rest,—nothing but incessant, intense, eternal remem- 
bering. 

But, it may be urged, the condition of the lost soul is not rep- | 
resented as a solitary one. Will not the society which the sin- 
ner will meet in the eternal abode shield him, in some measure, 
from the power of the remembered past? No! On the other 
hand, it will constantly remind him, with new distinctness, of the 
scenes of his probation. He will meet in the world of torment 
those whom he knew on earth, and whom he encouraged and 
helped on in the road to death. 

When the exile, who has been driven into banishment for 
crimes committed in his native land, meets an old accomplice in 
crime whose ruin he has himself assisted to procure, how vividly 
does the meeting call to mind the scenes of théir guilty career, 
mantling the cheek with a deeper hue of shame, and piercing the . 
soul with sharper stings of remorse! Will it be otherwise when 
the exile from God and Heaven encounters the companions of his 
godless days—perhaps the victims of his own sinful conduct or 
example? Must not the meeting awaken a thousand bitter memo- 
ries of this wasted probation, and open new vials of woe upon 
the conscience-stricken soul? All the associations of the world 
of the lost will be the agents which conscience shall employ to 
carry the mind back to earth, and to echo the terrible aah of 
Abraham to the rich man—remember ! remember ! ~ 

The agency of the Devil, by whom they were deceived and al- 
lured to ruin, will greatly quicken the memory of the lost, and 
supply abundant materials to exercise it. Now he would have 
men forget their sins ; wipe out the faintest remembrance of them, 
lest they should be so distressed by them as to cry to God for 
mercy and for deliverance from them. But in the world to come 
we know not that he could do this if he would, and evidently he 
would not do it if he could. For he is supremely malignant, and 
is bent on making his victims as utterly miserable as he can. 
When once he has made sure of them beyond the possibility of 
escape, he will throw off the mask of innocence and kindness 
which he now wears, and make it his chief delight to torment 
them. To this dreadful end will he apply all the art and power 
of his infernal agency. He will see that they escape no bitter re- 
flection or agonizing thought; no ingredient in their cup of woe 
will be wanting; and he will constrain them to drink that cup to 
its lowest dregs. With bitter taunts for their folly, and fiendish 
delight inj their woes, he will point them to the wasted and per- 
verted past—a Saviour refused—a probation lost—a heaven de- 
spised—repeating, though with a far different motive, the words 
of Abraham to the rich man, remember ! remember ! 

The process of judgment, moreover, will greatly quicken memo- 
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and furnish the mind with exhaustless topics of reflection. 
“God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.” By some means, 
we know not what, we shall be enabled to recall all the scenes 
and acts and even the thoughts of our whole lives ; and the terrible 
array will be as distinct before our eyes as the sun in heaven. And 
as God himself summons them before us, as they are the basis of 
judgment, and the grounds of the final sentence, and as conscience 
will stand ready to burn them into the soul unless they are wash- 
ed out by Jesus’ blood, they will remain for ever in distinct re- 
membrance. But it is proper to inquire, 


r~ Ill. What subjects will probably be most prominent in the re- 
flections of the last soul. ) 

“ Remember,” said Abraham to the rich man, “that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good thing's.” Here, then, is one thing 
which the lost will certainly remember. “They will remember the 
gifts of Providence, for which they requited their Maker with in- 
gratitude and rebellion. 

My hearer, God has opened his hand, and strewed — path in 
life with blessings. ‘The wholesome atmosphere that heaves your 
breast, the healthful pulsations of your heart, the supply of your 
unnumbered daily wants, the shield that protects your slumbers at 
midnight, the friends that share with you the trials and joys of 
life, the innumerable blessings with which your life is filled, are 
the free bounty of your forgotten Father in heaven; they are so 
many cords thrown prc. our soul to draw you to himself: 
and if you break away from ee all and press on in impenitence 
down to death and to hell, you will remember these ten thousand 
kindnesses of the Lord. The remembrance of the amazing in- 
gratitude of your conduct in resisting all these mercies, and hard- 
ening your neck in rebellion against the generous Giver, will fol- 
low you to eternity, and harrow up your feelings to their intensest 
itch. You will remember distinctly each of the countless bless- 
ings with which God crowned your lives, and gladdened your 
hearts in this world of grace, but which were forgotten in un- 
thankfulness. You will remember how He fed, and clothed, and 
hag Ss: you, though vou were so unthankful and disobedient ; 
ow He held back the bolts of his anger from your head, and oa 
mitted you to prosper while you were “despising the riches of his 
goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.” ll this, and 
the ingratitude it involves, and which you would give worlds to 
forget, you will be compelled to remember, and remember for 
lever. 
2. Again, you will doubtless remember the spiritual privileges 
which you failed to improve. Whatever may be your present 
estimate of these privileges, you will fully appreciate them when 
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they are for ever gone. If you shall live and die as you are, im- 
eee you will begin to consider then what you have lost. 
ou will recount the days now passing over you, bright with the 
en 99 of mercy. A Saviour “ wounded for your transgressions, 
ruised for your iniquities,” will stand before you, and you will 
remember how you pierced him by your sins. You will remember 
all the means of grace which you resisted—the gracious Spirit 
who strove with you till you grieved him finally away—the min- 
istry of the word, proclaiming the offers of life in your ear, which 
you closed against them—the pious relatives and friends, whose 
earnest entreaties to repent you disregarded. These Sabbaths 
will return to you—not as available realities to be again enjoyed 
—but the ghosts of their murdered hours will throng up the ave- 
nues of — to lay their accusations at your feet. You will 
remember this house of prayer, where. you so often turned your 
back upon your Maker, and the memorials of your Saviour’s love. 
You will remember this blessed Bible, given to make men wise 
unto salvation, the dust of whose unopened lids will testify against 
you. You will remember its holy truths, once your rule of ac- 
tion and your guide, but now the matter of your accusation and 
the sentence of eternal condemnation: You will remember how 
those influences followed you up, step after step, from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, year after year—from the earliest dawn of reason to the 
close of life—and how you steadily, perseveringly and stubbornly 
resisted them all—fighting your way through a thick array of 
warnings, entreaties, prayers, tears, nay, through the blood of 
atonement, and the strivings of the Spirit, down to eternal death. 
3. There is another class of means by which God is striving to 
win sinners to his service and love ; I mean His paternal chastise- 
ments. Many are subdued and saved by the hand of affliction 
upon whom all other means have been tried in vain. 

My hearers! why is it that God has so often stepped between 
you and the object of your earthly desire? Why has He so often 
disappointed your plans, and blasted your hopes, and stripped you 
of worldly good? Why has He constrained you so often to see 
and to feel the utter emptiness and vanity of al things earthly,and 
to sigh in your soul over the blight and misery of this sinful state 
of being? It is that He might withdraw your affections from earth 
and centre them on heaven—reclaim you from the ways of sin, 
and establish you in obedience. This is the design and the natural 
tendency of all God’s chastisements; and this would be their in- 
variable effect, through the blessing of his grace, if they were not 
resisted and perverted. You may not see this now: sin may shut 
this truth out of sight; but the he will come when the darkness 
will vanish, and you will remember all the scenes of your earthly 
suffering and disappointment, with a perfect recollection. Memo- 
ry, from the remotest future, will wander back to this probation- 
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ary world, and recount not only every mercy of God, but every 
dealing of his paternal faithfulness with his wayward child, and 
your insensibility and incorrigibleness under the discipline. 

Call up to-day some of the reminiscences of the past. Let 
recollection bring back the time when, arrested by the hand of 
God, you found yourself prostrate and helpless on a bed of sick- 
ness. Then an opening grave, a proffered heaven, a threatened 
hell, a despised yet infinitely-needed Saviour, seized upon your 
thoughts and constrained reflection and prayer, and you resolved, 
under the pressure of these then felt truths, to devote your re- 
maining days to the service of God, should He in mercy spare 
and raise you up. But you forgot it all, your sickness and your 
vows, as soon as you recovered ; but those broken vows, made to 
God in that solemn hour, though hidden, are not effaced from the 
tablets of your soul. Like characters written with invisible ink, 
and which are brought out by exposure to heat, so will they be 
revealed by the fires of the final day ; and they will be remember- 
ed while eternity endures. : 

Think again. God has taken from you cherished friends, from 
whose dying lips, from whose opening graves, you have heard the 
warning, “ Prepare to meet thy God!” For a time the impression 


of that solemn death-scene lingered in your mind and restrained 
your conduct, but at length you effaced it all, and now think, 
perhaps, that the unpleasant reflections which it once suggested, 


will never more revisit your heart. But be not deceived. That 
scene, with its attendant circumstances, is engraved on your spi- 
ritual being in characters of immortality; and memory will one 
day revive it, and confront you with the unwelcome record ; and 
no hand will ever be able to efflace it—no voice command it 
away. Transfixed in mute astonishment and despair, the soul 
will look upon, and read and ponder the pages of a past and 
almost forgotten experience, as memory reproduces them, one 
after another, and holds them up before the mind. 

Sinners will remember in eternity the evil influence which 
they exerted while on earth, and all the fatal consequences of it. 
The wretched man alluded to in the text, when he found there 
was no relief to be had for himself, entreated that his “five bre- 
thren,” whom he had left behind, might be warned, lest they also 
should come to the same place of torment; Was this request the 
dictate of benevolence towards his brethren?” Not at all ; there is 
no benevolence in hell. There can be no natural affection. Every 
being is perfectly selfish and perfectly hateful. There is no pity 
felt there for sinners on earth; no desires cherished in the bosom 
of the lost, for their salvation and happiness, ‘The Devil would 
make every creature as wicked and as miserable as himself; and 
this doubtless is the spirit of that entire world of total and unre- 
strained depravity. But there is remorse in hell, and this will 


£ 
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account for this seemingly strange request. This despairing and 
tormented man remembered the influence he had exerted upon 
those five brethren ; his conscience already accused him in their 
name. He dreaded the thought of being confronted with them 
face to face in that world of torment. He knew well that their 
eo would torture him eternally with the reflection that he 

ad been an accomplice in their guilt and ruin, perhaps their cor- 
rupter and destroyer ; and, if possible, he would escape this addi- 
tional pang; he could not endure their bitter reproaches. And 
no doubt the remembrance of the ruin which they have brought 
upon others, causes the keenest and most excruciating pang felt 
in the world of torment. Few go there alone. Few can look 
around them there and not see some doomed spirit reproaching 
them with its ruin. 

My unconverted hearer, have not some of your companions | 
gone before you into eternity, and gone unprepared? They, 
doubtless, remember their ungodly example in this life, and their 
evil influence over you, and, if they could, would prevent your 
following them to their dismal abode. Perhaps they are even 
now begging that some messenger may be sent to warn you of 
your approaching doom, and to entreat you not to come to that 
place of torment. But soon, if you repent not, you will be with 
them, and like them ; and, like the rich man, you will remember 
what you have done for the ruin of others; that you lent your 
example and influence to the enemy of their souls. 

Are yo.a parent? God has committed to your care the souls 
of those whom you love as your own life, and bidden you to train 
them to virtue, to piety, and heaven. But by your example, the 
most powerful of all influences upon their minds, you are training 
them up for sin, and impenitence, and perdition. And if they 
shall follow you in your footsteps down to death, as they are 
likely to do, you will remember your agency in their ruin. You 
will remember, that, had you taught them, and lived before them, 
as you ought, they might have been with you, adoring spirits be- 
fore the throne, instead of hopeless outcasts and exiles. Oh! 
what a fact for a parent to remember through eternity. What 
remorse and anguish will it for ever awaken ! , 

But you sustain other relations in which 2 enige'y exerting the 
same kind of influence over other minds. This influence, unseen, 
it may be, now, will be revealed in the light of eternity, and as its 
fruit, many of those whom you loved in life may be sharers of 
your eternal prison. A husband or wife, a brother or sister, a 
friend or associate may there reproach you as the instrument of 
their eternal undoing, pointing you to the very temptation by 
which you ensnared them, to the laugh or sneer by which you 
banished their serious thoughts, and led them to grieve the Spirit 
of God, to the whole life of sin and impenitence which you lived 
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before them. Ah! you will remember it all; and bitter indeed 
will be the reflection—bitter enough, with no other agents of 
misery, to overwhelm the soul with remorse and anguish. What 
then, with all its other bitter ingredients, must be the sinner’s cup 
of final woe ! 

But we will pursue these thoughts no farther. I have endea- 
vored, in what I have said, not to rely upon conjecture, but to 
keep within the range of Scripture teaching, and legitimate infer- 
ence from it. These views, we know, are not pleasing and 
gree to unrenewed hearts, but if they are in accordance with ; 
the facts of the case, they are of immense importance, and every Z 
unconverted soul should strive to realize now, what, unless he . 
speedily repent, he must realize when it is too late to find relief. 

Imagine, then, the change already past, which may pass upon 

ou at any hour ;—imagine yourself engaged in the reflections I q 

ve been describing. The affairs of earth are all over, and you a 

are reviewing them from your abode in eternity. A voice from i 
7 bright world above, which you can see but cannot enter, says ni 

to you, “ Son, remember !” and all the scenes of probation start up 

before you, as witnesses to the justice of your doom, and in the 
words of inspiration, thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and 
thy body are consumed, and say, “ How have I hated instruction, 
and vy heart despised reproof!” There are the golden opportu- 
nities | wasted, and the countless gifts of my Father’s goodness 
which I abused. There is the long, dark, terrible catalogue of my 
sins, which must witness against me for ever. There is the hea- 
ven I might have gained. There is the glorious Saviour, in whose 
presence I might have ,spent my eternity. There is the vacant 
seat I might have occupied—the untuned reid I might have 
strung. But here I am in hell! the place of which I so often 
heard, but to which I never for a moment meant to come. Yet 
here I am at last, a hopeless, accursed, despairing exile from all 

: the enemy of my God, the victim of my own impenitence, 
the murderer of my own soul,—lost! for ever lost! Oh! that the 
humblest saint in heaven might bring me but one drop of water, 

ito cool my burning tongue! 

My unconverted hearer, are these pictures real or not? They 
are as certainly real and true as that the Word of God is real and 
true ; and being so, your soul is in jeopardy every hour. Nothing 
but the slender thread of life holds you one moment from this 
world of torment. Let that thread be cut, and all this will be- 
come a terrible reality to you in a single hour. 

I forewarn we of it now, while you can escape, and I implore 
you to heed the warning, and take refuge in Christ. Go to him 


in penitence and contrition—go as a perishing sinner—go at 
once, and you are safe, — 
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SERMON DIII. 


BY REV. E. C. PRITCHETT, 


Rome, New York. 





THE CHRISTIAN AS A REFORMER. 


“ Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them.”—Epnestans, 5: 11. 


‘ALL men ought to labor and pray for the extinction of evil and 
the prevalence of good. What all men ought to do the Christian 
endeavors to effect. When sins are on every hand thrusting up 
their horrid fronts, unabashed and bare, or are masking their de- 
formity under the seemly guise of some pretended good, the child 
of God will not fail to ery, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” And such an inquiry has peculiar significance at a time 
like this, when Christians have been led to see that their relations 
extend far beyond their parish or vicinity: and it is not easy to 
evade the sense of responsibility by asking “ Who is my neigh- 
bor?” To such a prayer for wisdom, the Spirit, through the 
apostle, answers in the words of our text, “Have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” 

The term “darkness,” as used here, means depravity, which is 
clear from its evident purport in the 8th verse: “ Ye were some- 
times darkness, but now are light in the Lord.” The phrase 
“works of darkness” consequently signifies sins, the results of 
moral depravity in general, and no particular class of them rather 
than another. Well may they be called unfruitful,—for all that 
shall be finally achieved by those who persist in committing them 
will be but the negation of good and all hope of good, indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord and the glory of his power, the undying 
worm, and the unquenchable fire of Gehenna. These are the 
fruits of the works of darkness. With regard to them, the 
Christian’s duty is twofold in its aspect,—negative and positive ; 
and in this order let us consider it. 


I. Negative.—* Have no fellowship.” 

There are several kinds of connection with evil and with evil- 
doers, which may be mistaken for the forbidden fellowship. 
Consequently the indolent, the man-fearing, and the man-pleasing, 
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while they see that some connection is clearly allowed in the 
Bible, may imagine that every species of it, in turn, may be con- 
nived at, when convenient. Meanwhile, by a mistake as to the 
import of the term in question, a conscientious disciple, eager at 
all risks to clear his skirts of sin, may be so misled as to waste his 
energies—and then his spirit will deteriorate, and his influence be 
destroyed. Moreover, the Pharisaical and censorious may so in- 
terpret the Word as to feel justified im giving a wide range to the 
exhibition of their unlovely and invidious spirit towards their 
erring fellow-men ; and then others, irritated by their folly, may 
rush in the same spirit to the opposite extreme, and surpass them 
in the absurdity and ferocity with which they will advocate what 
is wrong. ' 

Thus professors of religion, instead of presenting the dignified 
spectacle of wise men, by kind discussion and enlightened inves- 
tigation seeking to unite on the best means of removing evil, may 
appear involved in a confused tumult, where the dust of the con- 
flict and the fantastic tricks of the combatants blind men’s eyes 
to the question at issue; and the attractive Christian graces 
shrink into oblivion, while wrath, clamor and evil speaking 
ping 5 like a whirlwind over the arena. Instead of trusting to 
our fallible powers of ratiocination, let us in the light of the 
Scripture endeavor to discriminate between what’ is and what is 
not the fellowship forbidden. 

1. All and every kind of intereourse with evil-doers is not in- 
cluded ; for we are commanded to rebuke, and this implies some 
intercourse. Besides, we are exhorted to do good unto all men, 
as we have opportunity. 

2. All friendly intercourse with even gross sinners is not pro- 
hibited. Our Saviour sat at meat with publicans and sinners and 
Pharisees ; and Paul instructs Christians how to ‘conduct them- 
selves when invited to a feast by an unbeliever; and in 1 Cor. 
5:10, expressly says, that they cannot avoid the company of 
grossly wicked men who are unbelievers, “ for then must ye needs 
go out of the world.” It may be noted that the self-banishment 
of the ascetic is treated by the apostle as a thing entirely out of 
the question. 

3. All business intercourse is not interdicted. In 1 Cor. 10: 
25, permission, and even advice is given : “ whatsoever is sold in 
the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake;” 
and that too, when the buying of the article in question might 
well be thought to encourage idolatry, for the heathen priests 
were accustomed to sell in the shambles meat that had been 
sacrificed to idols, and thus converted it into a source of revenue 
and reward for their idol service. 

4. The discharge of the relative duties which arise out of the 
family relation is not included in the prohibition. ‘The connection 
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of consanguity is not to be disregarded or disruptured. The re- 
ciprocal obligations of parent and child, for instance, remain 
unimpaired, though the one remain a sinner while the other 
becomes a saint. Even where the connection arises on voluntary 
compact, and one of the parties subsequently becomes a Christian, 
the continuance of the relation and of its duties is so far from 
being forbidden, that it is even enjoined, although under the Mo- 
saic law such ties were .sundered. The difference between the 
two dispensations in this matter is explained by the fact, that the 
former was partly national, and had for its object the preservation 
of religious truth rather than its diffusion, which last is the cha- 
racteristic aim of the gospel; and this appears in the reason 
adduced by the apostle: “For what knowest thou, O wife, 
whether thou shalt save thy husband ? or how knowest thou, O 
man, whether thou shalt save thy wife ?”—-1 Cor. 7: 16. 

5. Civil connection with wicked governments is not forbidden. 
Subjection to rulers is permitted and directed by the precept of 
Paul, in Rom. 13: 1, “ Let every soul be subject to the powers 
that be.” It is also sanctioned by the example of Christ. A 
state of mind and a course of conduct consistent with this rela- 
tion is urged by Jeremiah, upon the captive Jews in, Babylon, 
that metropolis of vice and oppression: “Seek the peace of the 
city whither I have caused am to be carried away captive, and 
pray unto the Lord for it ; for in the peace thereof’ shall ye have | 

ace.”—Jer. 29 : 7.— Respect to magistrates is also enjoined by 
Paul and Peter. “ Honor the king,” is the phrase used by the 
latter—meaning any supreme magistrate. Paul, when on trial 
before Festus, calls him “most noble,” even when rudely inter- 
rupted by him; and although the character of Festus was cer- 
tainly no ways remarkable for virtue. 

Tribute also is to be paid, though the government be unjust ; 
though it be a supporter of idolatry, and oppressive in its rule ; as 
was that of the > maa over the Jews; yet Christ paid his tax 
to Cesar.—It is allowed to hold office under a wicked govern- 
ment. Joseph held office under the despot of Egypt. Daniel did 
likewise under the kings of Babylon and Persia, and while so 
doing was greeted by the angel with the title “ well-beloved,” and 
a miracle was wrought for his deliverance from the lions, when 
cast into their den. When Sergius Paulus was converted, we do 
not Jearn that he resigned his office, nor that any such thing was 
ever expected from a convert. 

6. Not all ecclesiastical connection with wrong-doers is for- 
bidden. Where there is room for honest intention on either side, 
such connection may be continued indefinitely, as may be seen in 
Paul’s, decision on certain controverted points in Rom. 14. 

Where a church-member is clearly in the wrong, it is necessary 
to wait until appropriate efforts for reclaiming the offender have 
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been faithfully tried, and have not met with the desired result. 
Where even the church at large may be persuaded that an indi- 
vidual member has not the spirit of Christ, but yet his general 
conduct may be such, that no overt act can be proved against 
him. To exclude a member in such a case wot be to hazard 
the good name of all, for every one is liable to misconstruction. 
Besides, our Saviour insists on every word being established ; and 
for this end it is necessary not only that the witnesses be credi- 
ble, but that the charge be based on facts capable of proof. An 
adherence to this rule may often seem vexatious in the case of an 
individual concerning whose character a series of peculiar ambi- 

ous actions may present an accumulative evidence which will 
Reve but little room for a rational hope in his favor, while he 
manages after all to keep on the right side of church as well as 
state law ; but it will be best to leave the matter to the decision 
of the all-seeing Judge, who trieth the reins and the heart. 

Where the friends of the right, in a given case, are in a minor- 
ity, and therefore powerless as to direct action, they are not guilty 
in retaining their ecclesiastical connection with wrong doers, so 
long as they maintain their testimony. In Matt. 23 : 2,3, our 
Saviour thus advises his disciples: “The Scribes and Pharisees 
sit in Moses’ seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, 
that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say 
and do not.” The character of these teachers is condemned ; but 
as his disciples could not displace them, let them bide their time, 
attend on their synagogue ministry, for they sit in Moses’ seat, 
i.e., teach his doctrines, and so are orthodox, though not ortho- 
prax; and let the hearers practice the duties which the preachers 
— In John’s gospel, 16: 2, Jesus forewarns his disciples : 
* They shall put you out of the synagogues.” Now they could 
not have been expelled from the synagogues unless they had re- 
mained in them. It is needless to expatiate on the character of 
the Jews who constituted these synagogues. But it may be asked 
whether there is any instance of a righteous minority continuing, 
without reproach, and with the sanction of Christ, in connection 
with a corrupt Christian church? For an answer to this question 
we may refer to the case of the church at Sardis. By Him who 
hath the seven stars it is denounced as “dead.” Yet saith He, 
“thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled 
their garments ; and they shall walk with me in white, for they 
are worthy.” If all those who remain in connection with a cor- 
rupt church are necessarily contaminated, how could any have 
remained in the dead church of Sardis “ who had not defiled their 
garments?” It is worthy of remark too, that they are not warn- 
ed to come out of the corrupt connection. 

This case is so extreme, that some may think it proves too 
much. Yet there it is, Scripture and fact. But does not the Scrip- 
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ture ask, “ What concord hath Christ with Belial?’ Yes; and 
the same Scripture advises the disciples to remain in the syna- 
gogues, and approves the minority of Sardis. The inconsistency 
then is only apparent, and not real; and we must acquiesce in it, 
though we should be unable to explain it. But there are two 
principles which reconcile the seeming discrepancy. 1. This is a 
state of remedial probation, a dispensation o ce, an economy 
of mercy, in which sinners are permitted to exist and enjoy many 
blessings that they may have an opportunity of receiving the 
overtures of Divine grace, and of returning to their allegiance : and 
God requires that His children shall be co-workers with Him, not 
only in regard to the object in view, but also with reference to 
the mode of action. It is our duty, therefore, so far as is lawful, 
to preserve access to our fellow-men, and not to repel them. 
fam. the measure of responsibility is power, and consequently 
a duty may be incumbent on a majority, which a minority cannot 
and therefore need not perform. 

But are not God’s people expressly commanded to “come out 
of Babylon?” This command, wherever it is uttered in the 
Bible, is given prophetically, intimating that there will be a par- 
ticular juncture when Israel shall “ come out.” In the Old Testa- 
ment prophecies it is to be understood literally; and the time 
came when Providence called the Jews forth from Babylon. But 
be it remembered that the same Prophet who predicts this event, 
also exhorts his captive countrymen to pray for the peace of that 
very city, and tells them they shall leave only at the end of seventy 
years. Where the same language is used in the Apocalypse, it 
plainly refers to a Providential call, such as summoned Luther 
from the Papacy, or the English non-conformists from under a 
tyrannical prelacy. Such a call is clear enough when a man 
cannot retain his connection without perpetrating some pte or 
formally acknowledging some error to be truth, or some wicked- 
ness to be right. He who commends the minority in the dead 
church of Sardis will, at the proper time, call his people out of 
Babylon. Jt needs not to be said that though a church may be 
marred by some errors or even gross corruptions, we are not war- 


ranted for that reason lightly to write its epitaph as “dead,” or to 
denounce it as “ Babylon.” 


Having seen that there are some things which are not to be 
understood as the fellowship forbidden, let us inquire in what it 
does consist. 

1. It plainly includes the direct commission of sin. 

2. It occurs in the support of others in the commission of 
wrong, when we employ them or supply them with the means for 
some iniquitous purpose, and that whether we desire its commis- 
sion for its own sake, or for the sake of something else in which 
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we may be interested; as when Pilate assisted the Jews to effect 
the crucifixion of Jesus, for the sake of avoiding the displeasure of 
the emperor, which might have been easily aroused by their ma- 
licious representations, had he disappointed them of their victim. 

8. Iniquity is fellowshiped when wrong is justified as right; 
when sweet is called bitter, and bitter sweet; when darkness is 
called light, and light darkness. 

4. The same thing takes place when men support wrong on the 
whole. This is done by endeavoring to produce an under esti- 
mate of the wrong itself; or by urging its necessity or expediency, 
as if Providence compelled us to sin; or by exonerating the 
offender, as when the guilt is imputed where it does not belong, or 
is charged to a source which cannot be made responsible, such as 
society at large, or the circumstances which it is said have 
made the offender what he is. Iniquity is supported on the whole, 
moreover, when the character of the offender is sanctioned in 
full ; as when the people, or whoever may have the power, confer 
public honor on some prominent transgressor ; or when a church 
retains within her bosom a known irreclaimable offender. In the 
2d chap. of Revelation, the church at Pergamos, and that at 
Thyatira, are rebuked for allowing certain profligate heretics to 
remain in their communion; and while they are highly commend- 
ed for various excellencies, yet are they threatened with terrible 
judgments for this fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness. It is remarkable, too, that this rebuke and denunciation 
immediately precedes the commendation of the few »ames of the 
church in Sardis who had not defiled their garments; and thus 
are the comparative responsibilities of majorities and minorities 
signally illustrated. ‘“ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith to the churches.” 

Again, we may on the whole support iniquity by preserving 
fhat willful silence which gives consent. Indeed some evils, if not 
all, are more effectually encouraged in this way than in any 
other ; for the clamorous advocate of any sin excites attention to 
it, and provokes discussion, which is most hurtful to error. But 
when a dead silénce is observed, a whole community may be 
poisoned by the moral malaria exhaled from the stagnant fen of 
undisturbed habitual wrong. While men sleep the enemy sows 
tares. The hands of evil-doers are wonderfully strengthened by 
this mode of procedure, or rather non-procedure, on the part of 
those whose duty it is to lift up a warning voice. Either their 
consciences are lulled to sleep, or they are emboldened by a sense 
of power on their side, which, as they believe, awes the friends of 
truth into dumb submission. 

Fearful is the peril thus incurred by the carelessly or studiously 
silent ; yet many and plausible are the temptations to pursue suc 
a course; and to these temptations are ministers of the gospel 
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especially exposed. They see the folly of intemperate reproaches. 
Offenders may attempt to awe them by threats or to conciliate 
them by caresses. The rebukes of conscience may be pacified, 
though her approval be not secured; while her demands are met 
by the specious evasion of preaching general truths, and these, if 
the transgressor will take the trouble, he may apply to his own 
particular case. They must seek peace with all men. They can 
do a man no good by enraging him. Cannot they preach Christ 
and him crucified? Is it not enough to call on men to repent 
and turn to God, since good actions will naturally proceed from a 
good heart? These and such-like considerations have much 
weight, because though greatly alloyed with error, they still retain 
so much of Truth as to look like the pure metal; while for that 
very reason they are the more dangerous counterfeits. God hath 
warned the watchman—let him beware. 

Let us then give such heed to the principle of remedial proba- 
tion as not to isolate ourselves; nor attempt what is out of our 
power. But let us keep our hands clean from sin, and take heed 
that we do not assist others to do wrong by supplying the requi- 
site means, by sanctioning its commission, or by willfully winking 
at its perpetration. 


II. Let us now consider our positive duty as enjoined in the text. 
Many seem to imagine that to reproach is to reprove. Their 
impressions, their opinions, their conclusions, they strongly feel 
and strongly utter. Their trumpet gives no uncertain sound ; and 
if the signal is not instantly obeyed, it is only because its authori- 
ty is not acknowledged. Often in such a case will the disappoint- 
ed zealot solve the problem of his disappointment by at once re- 
ferring it to the depravity of mankind; and if among those who 
will not heed him there are any professors of religion, he will de- 
nounce them either as hypocrites who will not do right, or as too 
obtuse in their intellects to understand their duty ; and it must be 
owned that there are enough of both these classes to give a show 
of plausibility to the conclusion. Indeed he may ask: “To what 
other conclusion can I:come? is not my warning signal the echo 
of reason and conscience?” Be this granted; and still there is 
room to hope that among those who heard but heeded not, there 
may be some who are neither too knavish to obey, nor too foolish 
to understand the demands of reason. Too frequently the tones 
of her voice are confused by reason of the discordant medium 
through which they may be uttered; and it is not strange, how- 
ever much to be deplored, that they should therefore be unheeded. 

In all attempts at reformation, then, we should assert the dictates 
of reason so that men shall feel her authority ; and take heed not 
to supply them through our folly with any plausible excuses for 
trampling on their Slaton. A proper understanding of the 
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word “Reprove” will furnish us with a clew to guide us to this 
end. The term implies an appeal to the understanding of the 
evil-doer—to convince him by proving that his course is one of 
wickedness and folly—to arouse his sense of right, and not to ir- 
ritate his sensibility to obloquy and scorn. How different this 
from mere reiterated denunciations, uncommended by kindness 
and unsupported by proof; or if proof be adduced, only in such a 
manner as will inevitably harden the heart to resistance ! 

To discharge this duty it is requisite 

1. To understand ourselves.—* Know thyself,” says the hea- 
then oracle. “Examine yourself,” “Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence,” are the injunctions of holy writ. In attaining this know- 
ledge we shall find ourselves to be frail; and so shall be led to 
bear with our erring fellows; and shall feel too deeply the im- 
wy of self-righteous arrogance to be guilty of it. We 
shall moreover ascertain our powers and the better understand 
how to exert them. We shall also appreciate more clearly our 
dependence on God, and so shall the more earnestly seek the gui- 
dance of his wisdom and the aid of his power; and He giveth 
liberally and upbraideth not. 

2. We should understand our position—Indeed without under- 
standing this we cannot well understand ourselves. It is needful 
to examine our position in social life, in the church, and in all our 
business and political relations. A man may safely and success- 
fully attempt that, in one set of circumstances, to aim at which, 
under other circumstances, would be both useless and injurious. 
The reproof of Nathan, if it had been uttered by Joab, would pro- 
bably have awakened David to fury rather than to repentance; and 
that unscrupulous but wily courtier well understood the value of 
this point of policy when he commissioned the woman of Tekoah 
to deal with the king instead of himself approaching him on the 
subject of Absalom’s return. The honest Christian may learn a 
lesson from the crafty politician as well as from the unjust stew- 
ard. Our duty is to do good as we have opportunity; and our 
opportunities are very materially modified if not created by our po- 
sition ; and while that depends greatly on outward circumstances, 
yet as much, yea far more, does it depend on .our own spirit and 
character as ann pre in them. Now jon a careful considera- 
tion of himself and his circumstances in relation to others, a 
true disciple may conclude, and that correctly, that some with whom 
he is living in contact are beyond his influence; and such there 
may be without any fault of his own; witness what the Scrip- 
tures advise ‘concerning scorners, dogs, andswine. But even such 
evil-doers should be reproved ; and reproved most emphatically 
they are by the silence of him who bears a faithful and consistent 
nn against sin wherever he can in the sphere of his influ- 
ence. The silence of such a one toward an evil-doer speaks most 
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loudly of his utter depravity ; and thus we find the Scriptures rec- 
onciled which in one place command us in any wise to rebuke 
our neighbor, and elsewhere direct us not to reprove a scorner. 
A virulent opposer of religion has sometimes been brought to re- 
flection and penitence by the significant silence of Christians at a 
time when it was well known that they were urging their neigh- 
bors on every hand to come to Christ. Such cases, however, are 
rare; and frequently we may induce others to exert a beneficial 
influence where any direct effort of our own would be lost. We 
should however be especially careful that our position be as fa- 
vorable as possible in relation to wrong-doers ; as Paul was made 
all things to all men so as to save some. It should be remember- 
ed moreover that, apart from moral influence, wealth, office, and 
civil rights confer power to encourage what is for good and to 
restrain whatever tends to evil; and such power we ought thus to 
exert. 

3. It is necessary that we understand those whom we would 
reform.—We must understand human nature both in the general 
and in the particular. Some may have correct and profound no- 
tions of man ; but when they would labor with men for their good, 
they waste their efforts through lack of a proper perception of the 
peculiarities of individual character. Others are accurate in their 
cognizance of peculiarities, but this alone is useless; for great is 
human nature. Its wants, its sins, its capacities, its dangers, and 
its hopes are great; and the small tactics of the store, the court- 
house, or the saloon, are not the strategy required in the grand 
operations of intellectual and moral warfare. The partisan 1s not 
the general. He who wisely seeks the improvement of mankind 
will unite both kinds of knowledge, so that the wheels of a noble 
enterprise need not be thrown off the track through a 
some pebble of petty prejudice which might have been remov 
by gentle means with little trouble. The wise reformer will re- 
member, that men are led by their feelings quite as much as 
their reason; and he will endeavor to enlist their affections in his 
favor and so in favor of Truth. 

4. We should be acquainted with the position of the wrong- 
doer.—We should inquire into the circumstances that have led 
him astray, the opportunities of knowledge which he may have 
had, the influences which now hinder his amendment, and es- 
pecially those which may favor the access of truth to his mind, 
and consequently his restoration to virtue and religion. In thus 
doiug we should give special heed to his relation to ourselves. 


Having thus taken a survey of the field and the means of ac- 
tion, we must speak and act the Truth with that kindness and 
compassion which seeks to reclaim rather than to punish, which 
desires neither to draw down the fire of Heaven nor to shed the 
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venom of acrimonious reproaches on the offender’s head, though 
he may richly deserve it, if by forbearance he may be won. We 
shall deny ourselves even the comfort of expressing a holy indig- 
nation. Our rebukes, though sharp, as in cases of the certain 
style of character they should be, will be uttered more in sorrow 
than in anger. We shall exhibit that meekness of charity which 
beareth and that candor which hopeth all things. We shall ex- 
ercise that patience which endures insult and injury, and that 
courage and fortitude which will constantly reiterate thier at- 
tempts until the work be done, and the stronghold captured. In 
all this we shall exercise a holy prudence, a careful adaptation of 
the means to the end; for, although we are not responsible for 
success, our great Captain demands of us that we do not fail 
through our own fault. Nathan was faithful in the application of 
his parable; but he was prudent in securing a concession of the 
principle before he said, “ Thou art the man.” Paul was faithful 
in warning the Athenians ; but he was prudent in availing himself 
of every point which was common ground to him and them. 
Wisdom is profitable to direct in this as in all other duties ; and 
wisdom is needed; for although the simple principle of love, 
which is the fulfilling of the whole law, may be readily understood, 
like that of gravitation, yet how diversified and complicated are 
its operations! The course of duty in each case, is, so to speak, 
the resultant of various moral forces, and to ascertain it we need 
a calculation beyond all that our poor guesses at expediency can 
furnish. The Bible pronounces a woe on those who lean to their 
own understanding ; and this some do most evidently in preferring 
what appears their own interest to God’s high behests. There 
are others however who often make a great outcry at this sin, 
and yet are guilty of it in another way. They are generally per- 
sons possessed of some logical powers, and measurably devoid of 
that species of selfishness which would lead them to consult their 
own ease and comfort. They are not men-pleasers, neither are 
they lovers of pleasure rather than of God. They seize on some 
one or two points clearly laid down in the Scriptures. From these 
pen draw their conclusions; and these become their convictions, 
to them they resolutely cling. In them they hear the very voice 
of God, and that they will follow to consequences at which one 
would suppose they would shrink back abhest Thus they “please 
not God, and are contrary to all men.” They are illustrations of 
the difference between mere logic and common sense. Logic 
draws conclusions from one or two premises ; while common sense 
looks at a larger number, and would look at everything that is to 
be taken into account. Now, if the expression be allowable, God is 
a being of infinite common sense. He surveys the whole ground 
and sees the end from the beginning; and he has given us not 
only his law, but precepts, statutes, testimonies and judgments— 
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applications of the great general principles of his government. 

e should search fe Scriptures then, not only for the grand 
truths which are the basis of every duty, but for those specific di- 
rections which are givén to guide us in the various departments 
of human action. In looking for such directions, we shall find 
that the Divine arrangements and precepts are consistent with the 
fact that large masses move slow in morals as well as in physics ; 
that a movement toward reform is gradually propagated through 
a large community, unless by some special intervention of his 
a “a nation shall be born in a day.” A steady and patient 
effort of the motive power will produce the desired effect ; while 
an impatient jerk may snap the connection, and so nothing be 
done. : 

Be it remembered however, that much as the errors of misguid- 
ed zealots in urging reform are to be regretted, the virulence of 
those who befriend iniquity is to be abhorred, and their obstinac 
lamented, while the lukewarmness of so-called neutrals, is still 
more to be deplored, if not despised. Ciphers they are, but ci- 
phers that hugely swell the amount of wrong. “1 would thou 
wert either hot or cold.” 

Nor should we forget that it is not to be taken for granted that 
the reformer is in the wrong merely because he is persecuted ; 
for then Paul had never been molested nor Jesus crucified. 

Be it remembered also in humility and thankfulness that our 
Heavenly Father looks with a benignant and watchful eye upon 
his children ; that he will reward their honest endeavors while he 
chastises their follies; that he will at Jast abundantly pardon 
the believers, and though they ‘e have been engaged in 
many a hot contention here on earth, He will gather them at last 
into the bosom of eternal rest. There all shall be truth, and 
love, and joy. There shall be no misunderstanding, no deceit, 
no sin. If this were more constantly in the mind of God’s chil- 
dren, they would be more careful to abstain from evil, and from 
judging one another. And the church of Christ would present a 
spectacle of good-will, peace, purity, and holy zeal, far more at- 
tractive than it has yet been our lot to behold. 

May the Holy Spirit convince the world of sin and righteous- 
ness and judgment, until all men shall do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly before their God. 

































CHRIST A PRECIOUS SAVIOUR.——-BY THE EDITOR. 





“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”"—1 Peter, 2: 7. 


Tne great end and business of the Scriptures are, to reveal 
Christ. They set Him forth in his person—in his mission—in his 
office-work—in his life, sufferings, and death—in his humiliation 
and in his glory, with amazing distinctness and power of interest, 
and challenge for Him the belief and cordial acceptance of all 
men. And yet, millions of sinners, whom he came to relieve and 
to bless, know him not, and are utter strangers to his salvation. 
They have heard of Christ by the hearing of the ear, and have 
read about him often, but have never taken him into their hearts, 
—feel no regard for him,—know nothing of the doctrine of a pre- 
cious Saviour. To them the Bible reveals no divine Jesus; 
for them it has no salvation. Heaven’s Glory and earth’s Re- 
deemer has no attractions for them. Alas! that this should be 
true of most gospel sinners. 

But there are a few souls on earth to whom Jesus is precious— 
inexpressibly precious: precious in his own matchless and exalted 
character: precious in His Word which reveals him: precious in 
his providence which bears constant testimony to his kindness 
and faithfulness: precious in his example of all virtue and benevo- 
lence : precious in his extreme humiliation as “a man of sor- 
rows,” and as the sufferer of Calvary : and precious in his exaltation 
and exceeding glory. They haveseen Jesus inall his divine attrac- 
tions—have tasted of his love—have experienced his renewing 

ace—have enjoyed the most intimate communion with him; 
and to them there is no being like Jesus. “Whom have I in 
heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire beside 
thee,” is the language of their daily experience. Christ and his 
cross are all their theme—their song in the house of their pilgrim- 
age. “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” 

Consider— 

I. To whom Christ is precious. “Unto you therefore which 
believe he is precious.” He is precious to none else. There are 
many characters found in this world, but Jesus Christ passes 
them all by, and reveals himself only to the humble and contrite 
soul—to that man who believes and trembles at his Word. He 
who has rarru—faith in the Gospel,—the faith appropriate to him 
as a sinner, and to Christ as an all-sufficjent Saviour, is sure to 
find Christ inexpressibly dear to him. He may be deficient in 
learning, in worldly advantages, in every thing beside, but if he 
really “ believe with the heart unto righteousness,” Jesus Christ 
has been formed in him the hope of glory, and reveals himself to 
him in the efficacy and preciousness of his grace. 

“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 


It sooths his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 
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“ It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
It calms the troubled breast ; 
*Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary rest.” 

God honors faith. The soul must look to Jesus—trust in him 
—cast her all upon him, in order to experience the ineffable peace 
and consolation and reward of the gospel. 

II. Why Christ is so precious to the believer. He is seen by 
him in his glory as revealed by the Spirit of God,—experienced 
by him in the fullness of his salvation. 

1. Christ is recognized by the believer as the medium of all 
earthly blessings. They are the fruit of His mediation, and flow 
to him through the channel of redeeming love and covenant 

ace. 
a. As the source of all spiritual blessings : pardon of sin—recon- 
ciliation with God—peace of mind—a new heart—a holy life— 
gr unto the end, and final victory in death, and glory 

yond,—all come from Christ. He is our life, our hope, our 
strength, our wisdom and redemption. We owe to him every 
thing we enjoy and hope for. He has done for us what no other 
being has done or could do. All his promises are ours. He is 
present in every conflict to deliver, in every trial to strengthen, 
in every blessing to enrich, in every duty to quicken, in every 
chastisement to soothe and sanctify. There are, in what Christ 
is in himself, and in what he has done for the beli¢ver, and will yet 
do, infinite reasons why he should be precious to him, “the chief 
among ten thousand, and the one altogether lovely.” The soul cries 
to him, and is delivered—looks to him, and is changed into the 
same image—feeds upon him, and grows up to life everlasting— 
trusts in him, and finds repose. O, how precious is Jesus to the 
man who can truly say: “I know that my Redeemer is mine and 
I am his.” Compared with what he finds in Christ, all earthly 
good is insipid and vain. Christ alone is precious. And He 1s 
precious as a Saviour, to deliver and pardon—as a Friend, to coun- 
sel and sympathize—as a Teacher, to instruct and guide—as a 
Benefactor, to nourish and bless—as a Refuge, to afford safety 
and repose—as an almighty Deliverer, to bring the soul off con- 
queror over death and the grave. 

III. When Christ is thus precious. 

At all times—for He is always equally lovely and adorable, al- 
ways equally nigh and rich in blessing, and the soul is always equal- 
ly in need of him and satisfied with him. But more especially— 

1. In certain frames of mind, as, when the soul hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness ; when it experiences anew the empti- 
ness of all earthly good, and turns to God with longing desires ; 
after a season of spiritual darkness and conflict, when the light of 
God’s countenance is again lifted up upon the soul, and the joy of 
his salvation restored; and when faith, overcoming its wonted 
weakness, and rising above the regions of doubt and uncertainty, 
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attains to full assurance. In such states of mind the face of 
Jesus shines with ineffable sweetness and glory, in the believer’s 
soul, and all is peace and joy. Like the disciples on the mount of 
transfiguration, he would evermore abide in this heavenly frame 
of mind, and gaze and gaze eternally on the unveiled and trans- 
cendent glories of his Calaneer. 

2. In certain duties, as in secret prayer—in the worship of the 
sanctuary—in remembering Christ’s dying love at his table—in 
visiting the sick, the poor, and the needy, to relieve their wants, 
and make Jesus known to them—and in sacrifices for the cause 
of God and the salvation of souls. 

3. In certain seasons, as in times of danger, in the hour of be- 
reavement, in the day of sickness and trial, and more than all, in 
the hour of death. Oh! how unspeakably precious has Christ 
been found to millions of believing souls, when all earthly com- 
forts have fled, and the soul has felt the pressure of an infinite emer- 
gency! Lenawee is inadequate to do justice to their experience 
at such times. Their peace is like a river, their victory com- 
plete. 


“Tf such the sweetness of the streams,” &c. 


Remarks. 


1. How much we need such a Saviour in this world of sin and 
sorrow: an Almighty hand to pluck us from ruin; an infinite 


righteousness to justify us with God; the Word and Spirit of the 
oly One to enlighten and sanctify us; a refuge from earth’s 
sorrows and calamities, and the nese and mercies of an “ ever- 


lasting covenant” to keep us from falling, and to present us fault- 
less, with exceeding joy, before the Throne. 

2. If this Jesus is not precious to you, my hearer, it is because 
you do not believe in him. The Scriptures reveal him to you; 
the Holy Spirit would draw you to him. Open your eyes and be- 
hold the matchless One! open your heart and feel the power of 
his love. Jesus is precious, do you not know it? Jesus is pre- 
cious, and will you live disconsolate and die in misery ? 

Finally—Behold the reward of faith. All this comes from be- 
lieving. What a reward! What can equal it? The man to 
whom Jesus Christ is really precious,| is favored above all men. 
His heart knows the secret of all happiness; the secret of right 
living, and of a peaceful, happy death. What would you not give 
to know that secret? At ss sacrifices would you not buy in- 
ward peace, triumph over death, salvation from hell? Only 
believe—believe in Jesus—the Jesus of the Scriptures—the Jesus 
of whom you have heard and read so often, and yet do not 
know ; believe in Him, and you shall have peace, joy, victory, 
eternal life, glory unspeakable! The Lord give you faith. 





